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As idiosynceatic cmematic senubility pervades the
sew srien of watercolos and small scale, saved
media puintings in Farn McReynolds's exbubinon
I¥'s & Rasey Dy, Swmsbine Givl. Navure ioself becomes
& protagonnt eather than merely a backdrop in chese
works. Mere, McReynolds reduces che natural wockd
10 the Symbolist lexicon of sscuma; dead leaves on
trees and on the ground erveal a pervasive
pevchological suborxt of concepeual counterpoants—
decay'bosery, dssger/combvet, pessosal/archetypul
These are not exactly duslities, meee like ewiseed
meeaphoeical puinags that sccomplah exacely wha
eaablishing shots do in movies: they sex the rone for
the smamnemly unfoldng sarmative. Bec, in
McReynolds's case, they also Salfill a dosble role a8
naerative wself. In works sach s Ustitiad (besoe)
McReynolds employs an acray of paisting
techeaques within a sisgle image, che betrer to
efiectively relace the woey on several levels at cece. A
rescrved Fauvise choomatic seme s wed o
poreraying the accussulation of flond sunamn Seaves
o0 & house’s 100f; a0 PoeSOnist Impesto gives cthis
s & preternaneral weightiness, thus regissenng
the denma of phiysscal theeae. The wide boaabntrokes,
made with immediacy and drama, are indvidally
discernible, yet aov i no way sacagonistic towand
the cobesion of the image a1 a whale. The seae of the
house hun 3 smooth, Jussinous qualiey that coe finds
in Edwaed Hopper puntags, the walls are
conseructed of & sort of looely, warm and seambess
surface that tigs the balance further comand allegory
than sepresentacon. The partly cloady sy is =
Romantic and finely sendered a5 3 Maxficld Pacrinh,
regissenng a benevolons porsence and wastaining the
woek's overall dynamic of peychological depeh and
complexity. McReynolds hus developed theough &
modam and sale chunge [rom Bas peevious oversae
woeks on canvas without relinguishing any of the
natural seoeyteller instinces thar make him a strong

voice for a serum 10 allegoncal figeeation
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